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NEW NAVY CONTRACT SIGNED 


Two P. C. Ships To Be Built At Local Yard 


Formal announcement of the signing of a new contract between the 
Astoria Marine Construction Company and the Navy completes ar- 
rangements for the building of two PC ships at this yard. They will be 


known as PC1464 and PC1465. 


This marks the fourth contract secured here since the start of the 
war. The first for four minesweepers has been completed. The second 
for eight of the same is well toward the half way mark and the first 
keel in the recent four tug deal has already been laid. 

Laying of the PC keels will follow the launchings of YMS139 and 
YMS140. They will be built on the same ways and are 136 feet in 
length. The hulls will be very similar to wooden YMS construction 
but certain deck and interior changes will suit them for their patrol 


and submarine chaser duties. 


Main features will be greater ordnance and more crew capacity. 
‘While steel PC boats have been built on the Columbia and Willamette 
rivers, these are the first of wooden design along these waterways in 


the departure from steel to wood. 


Where Is That . . . ? (Ask Amcco’s Magician) 


HEY, GHARLIE, HOW 
ABOUT A LUSCIOUS YOUNG 
BLOND WITH BLUE EYES 
TO HOLD MY TOOLS 
FOR ME, EH? 


If something is needed for yard 
construction and they don’t know 
where they can locate it, one and 
all from Joe Dyer to Joe Hillard, 
they holler loud and fast for 
Charley Callendar. 

From used piling for ways... 
“just the cost of pulling them” 
... to used boilers for the steam 
system Charley hasn’t let the gang 
down yet and he has been per- 
forming these rabbit out of the 
hat purchases since Amcco got 
its first minesweeper contract. 


Callendar is a healthy 73 years; 
has spent his life in the Lower 


Columbia region. Tug boat, saw- 
mill and real estate ownership 
has been his general line, with 
plenty of timber selling on tke 
side. 

The only guy who tears his hair 
—as do all purchasing agents it is 
said . . . is Schroeder. When he 
sees heavy hauling trucks hoving 
into sight with an assortment of 
used machinery, tin work, hand 
trucks and the like, he yells, “who 
turned Charley loose now?” 


If the seller has anything left 
of his shirt when Charley gets 
through dickering, it is only the 
buttons, but the company fairs 
well and that is the main thing. 


In reverse to buying used arti- 
cles, his other duties run to sell- 
ing — scrap. Materials conserva- 
tion, they call it now. The sal- 
vage from these efforts has run 
high. 

Revamping a worn out band saw 
blade from a local mill, saved the 
company hundreds of dollars and 
man hours in keel cutting, and 
saving in lumber waste. Plant 
safety and conservation methods 
of all types come under his wing. 


YMS-136 To Be 


Launched Monday, 
February 8th 


Barbara Hickey, Sponsorer 


With Barbara Hickey swinging 
the champagne bottle swathed in 
ribbons, YMS$136 will be launched 
Monday, February 8th. 


Miss Hickey has announced her 
attendants as Mrs. Beverly Aspmo, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Axel 
Niemi (our own Axel, shipwright’s 
foreman) and Mrs. Arthur P. An- 
derson, sister to Barbara. 

The newly launched ship will be 
floated into the outfitting basin 
alongside of YMS135 and work 
will be carried on on both ships 
simultaneously. 

Officer complement for YMS136 
has not been announced at the time 
the Log goes to press and the pro- 
gram not entirely complete. 

Mrs. Aspmo’s name is in the 
“lucky draw” basket for Amcco 
employee daughters. christening 
the YMS boats and may find her- 
self as sponsor before the last ship 
slides down the ways. 

Miss Hickey is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Hickey. 


John and Joe Hickey, twins, sons 
of Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Hickey, 
have left for nayy boot camp at 
Norfolk, Va. Joe worked in the 
yard last summer as a laborer. 
Their sister will christen YMS136 


February 8th. 


T FLAG GOAL 
IS IN SIGHT 


The drive for a Treasury T flag 
by virtue of employees pledging 
10 per cent or more of their sal- 
aries as announced in the last issue 
of the Amcco Log, was put in high 
gear during this past week. The 
drive is aimed at lots of pledges in 
as little “driving time” as possible. 


Official recognition of Amcco’s 
strong desire to join the huge par- 
ade of small and large industries 
already Ten Per Centers, came 
with the special visit of Forrest 
E. Cooper, active officer of the 
State Bond drive, and a citizen of 
Lakeview. 


Cooper pointed out the many ad- 
vantages of individuals buying 
through company channels, and 
cited examples of the willingness 
of persons to pledge in Oregon as 
well as the nation. 

He pointed out, all rumors to the 
contrary, that with the tremendous 


number of bonds being issued, only 
two per cent, are being cashed in. 
This figure includes those cashed 
by estates of deceased persons. 
Ford Motor Company has 200,000 
employees in one plant that 
pledge 100 per cent ten per cent. 


Those acting as solicitors in the 
plant at the request of Mr. Cooper 
and the state group, are Gib Lar- 
son, Vic Martin, Axel Niemi, Bob 
Walters, Bill Gunderson, Henry 
Hanson, Henry Dessler, Arthur 
Owen, Howard Fleishman, C. C. 
Gundy, Ed Kaitera, Roy Ness, Al- 
bert Koski, Ernie Barnes and Dave 
Newman. 


An unobtrusive gentleman in the 
museum was gazing rapturously at 
a huge oil painting of a shapely girl 
dressed in only a few strategically 
arranged leaves. The title of the 
picture was “Spring.” Suddenly, 
the voice of his wife snapped, 
“Well, what are you waiting for ? 
Autumn ?” 
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A CHALLENGE!... 
ACCIDENT RATE 
ABOVE AVERAGE 


The accident frequency rate and 
the severity of same is above the 
general average at Astoria Ma- 
rine Construction Co. for the 
period of July Ist to December 
31st, 1942. This statement is con- 
tained in the Industrial Claims 
Report from Lloyd’s as sent to 
this company. 

During this period there were 
23 lost time accidents. These 
totalled 233 days and the compen- 
sation paid amounted to $1688. 
Added to this was $252 for med- 


LAUNCHING PARTY, YMS-135, WHICH TOOK PLACE 
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From left to right: 


Mrs. Gerald Pope, wife of Ensign Pope, 


AMEGOPLGG 


ical attention. 


Amcco’s average was 4-3/10 ac- 
cidents per month and 10 days 
each accident. 


All structures and machinery 
were found amply guarded and 
the plant “housekeeping” was de- 
clared excellent. 


The insurance company placed 
the blame for the accidents on the 
human element. This has brought 
company officials to request that 
the individual Amcco workers pay 
more attention to safety and each 
man do his part in decreasing this 
total during the present six-month 
period. 


President Joe Dyer is challeng- 
ing each gang to outdo the other 
in safety precautions and is giv- 
ing a chance for any suggestions 
on safety to be heard through the 
weekly “lead men” meetings. Any 
worker wishing to suggest safety 
measures may speak to his fore- 
man and it will be brought to the 
attention of all. 


This campaign becomes pertin- 
ent to the national drive for safety 
in war industries. From Pearl 
Harbor date to December 1, 1942, 
46,000 workers were killed in the 
United States. One hundred and 
sixty thousand persons were per- 
manently disabled and _ 110,000 
additional sent to hospitals. This 
was 7,000 more than killed in 
Great Britain by German bombs 
from the start of the war until 
January 1 of this year. 
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Sweet; Mrs. W. L. Hanna, and Mrs. Beryl Sanders, attendant, 


FORMER U. S. SOLDIER 
NOW AMCCO GUARD 


Armed Guard Classen R. Burnet 


Armed Guard Classen R. Burnet, 


shown above, is one more Amcco | 


occupational conversion to war 
time activity and Burnet is again 
serving Uncle Sam, but in an en- 
tirely different manner than first 
planned. 


Burnet, whose father is chief 
Bos’n’s mate stationed at the U. S. 
Naval Station at Pier two, was en- 
rolled in the army air corps in the 
early days of national defense. He 
was stationed at New Mexico and 
in passing through Utah on fur- 
lough on his way home was badly 
injured in a car crash. 


His neck and back were broken 
and in the course of the ensuing 
operation, pieces of his shin-bone 
were joined in his neck to enable 
him to walk again. His first em- 
ployment since is at Amcco. 


4:30 P.M., DEC. 26, 1942) | 


YSM-136; Joe Dyer; Mrs. E. J. Jalli, wife of Ensign Jalli, 
YMS-135; Commander L. D. Whitgrove, Supervisor of Shipbuilding for this district; Marjorie Hanna, Sponsor; Capt. F. M. 
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By Joe Dyer 


We were greatly honored 
to receive a “V” mail Christ- 
mas card from Lt. Johnson 
of our first ship. This card 
came from Honolulu or be- 
yond. That means, GANG, 
that our ships, the ones we 
put together by our own 
efforts, are getting out there. 
As a matter of fact, the first 
two are a hell of a lot closer 
to the Japs than we will ever 
get, and the second two are 
well on their way. 


Those fine young fellows 
who took those ships out are 
even now wandering about 
in storm tossed and enemy 
infested waters. They are 
now depending on our work- 
manship to see them through. 
We hope and trust that we 
made no mistakes in our 
work. They — not us — will 
pay for any such mistakes. 


Our responsibilities are 
not ended with the delivery 
of a vessel. It is our ship— 
built to do a job, a tough 
job, and we are squarely be- 
hind that ship until the job 
is done. 


Let us send the word on to 
Our Ships out there that we 
think of them constantly, 
and that we are doing a bet- 
ter job than ever in produc- 
ing good ships fast. 


GOSH, FER A 
MINUTE 1 THOUGHT 
LEWIS AND CLARK 
LOST (Tf 


Se <7 Gr 


Al Brown, employee 616, knows 
what it means to have his pocket- 
book as flat as the proverbial pan- 
cake. 


Having lost it several days pre- 
vious, it was found last week 
caked deep in the mud tracks, left 
dozens of times by the Doane 
Mobile Crane. 


The contents were okay though 
flat, and the leather was impreg- 
nated with clay. 
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FIRST AID GROUP 
DRILLS REGULARLY 


Amcco’s volunteer disaster 
groups have been revitalized and 
after several weeks of intensive 
drilling have. been pronounced bet- 
ter than before. 


Being chartered as one of the 
few regular Red Cross First Aid 
detachments in the city, this group 
has been meeting once a month to 
brush up on points and study new 
methods. Replacements for old 
members who have left the yard 
are trained in a course that meets 
evenings here at the yard once 
each week. Regular members have 
also been attending these weekly 
meetings to keep sharp on all ele- 
mentary details. 


Vic Martin, leader and instruc- 
tor of the squad, can use more men 
and will discuss qualifications with 
anyone interested. 


The slightly dormant fire detail 
squad has been brought back to life 
by Henry Dessler, who in turn has 
appointed Harry Phillips as acting 
fire chief. Dessler also coordinates 
these two groups and an effective 
system of signals has been per- 
fected so that the First Aiders 
answer fire calls as well as acci- 
dents. Members of each outfit have 
their own signal to respond to, 
and all can tell what section of 
the yard the fire or accident is in. 


The First Aid detachment is shown answering a fire drill and administering 
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Astoria An Important 
Shipbuilding Center 


A particularly fine action photo- 
graph of YMS103 churning the 
water as she left her moorings, is 
being featured in Astoria newspa- 
per advertising by Amcco. The 
shot was seen by the Chamber of 
Commerce and will adorn their 
1943 membership cards, by way of 
calling attention to Astoria indus- 
try. 


Mr. Walter Smith, shown above, 
one of the hardest working of 
Mitchell’s paint, putty, and plug 
gang, and dubbed Mr. 555 (five 
by five) because of his badge num- 
ber, is one more good example of 
labor mobilization for war. 

Walt answered the call of the 
ministry twenty years ago and 
travelled the country in the folds 
of the Four Square Gospel. 

Stationed at Richmond, Califor- 
nia, he came north to see his 
mother, ill at Ilwaco, his birth- 
place. The Shipyard’s call was 
then answered. 


burn treatment to a “victim” of the drill. 


THREE BANTY HENS 
ADOPT YMS-138 
AN‘ WE DIDN'T 


JOIN THE “WAVES 
EITHER / 


an) ye 

If the future crew of YMS-138 
are superstitious and look at any 
type of bird or fowl in the same 
light as the Ancient Mariner eyed 
the albatross, there may be many 
misgivings before her voyages are 
over. 


It is common yard knowledge, 
but a naval secret, that three 
golden bantam hens, out on a 
lark, spent the night roosting on 
138 several week-ends ago. Still 
fugitives from captivity, it is a 
matter of guess as to whether or 
not they will hover over the mine- 
sweeper when she finally sets sail. 


Bob Maley, electricians gang, 
in the interests of national food 
shortages, purchased three banty 
hens from “Sparks” Claussen — 
terms, F.O.B. the plant. The birds 
were in a carton and when Bob 
was about to enter the car on 
going home, a sudden rush of 
wings lifted the lid and one banty 
soared over the fence and into the 
yard. Ted Mehlhoff agreed to hald 
the other two, but too late. They, 
too, soared. The guards reported 
hearing the hens in YMS-138, but 
to date Maley is without setting 
hens. 

At latest report, he had pur- 
chased three more—terms F.O.B. 
at the plant in a securely tied box. 


Embarrassed Young Man: “Er- 
ah-sir—I, that is—I came to say 
that your daughter tells me that 
she—er, loves me.” 

Parent: “Oh? And you have 
come to ask my permission to 
marry her?” 

Embarrassed Young Man: “No, 
sir; I came to ask you to make 
her behave.” 


Teacher: “Now, which boy can 
name five things that contain 
milk?” 

Jimmie: “Butter, cheese, ice 


cream, and two cows.” 
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Former City Manager 
Now Serving Full 
Time at Amcco 


G. C. McClean, manager of the 
Astoria Marine Construction Co., 
has tendered his resignation to the 
City of Astoria Commission from 
his duties as City Manager. Need 
for his undivided attention to ship 
yard affairs prompted his move, 
according to the announcement 
made in connection with the resig- 
nation. 


Mr. McClean, who held the post 
as City Engineer for many years, 
accepted the Manager’s post only 
as a temporary war time situation 
at the urgent request of the City 
Council. He replaced James Con- 
vill, who is on a leave of absence 
from the job while serving with 
the armed forces overseas. Inbrief, 
the present group of city fathers 
headed by Dr. Orval Eaton, grate- 
fully thanked Amcco’s chief for 
his many extra hours of service in 
the past months in his able efforts 
to handle city affairs in the emer- 
gency. 


More Amcco Boys 
Join Armed Forces 


Amcco adds each month to the 
group of boys that may some day 
go down in history as heroes in the 
armed forces. The latest includes 
Fred Evans, fastener, to the Army; 
Einar Dahl and Robert Marshall 
to the merchant marine; and Boyd 
O. Baker to the navy flight school. 


Baker, known as Bob from his 
initials, worked as an electrician 
at the yard and had considerable 
flying experience before coming to 
Astoria. He joins the navy forces 
with an officer’s rating and will 
study advanced flying immediately. 
The “sparks gang” presented him 
with a navy blue pen and pencil set. 


“When I get to Tokyo,” boasted 
the new recruit, “the first thing 
I’m goin’ to do is kick the Mikado 
in the pants.” 

“But the 
pants.” 

“So what!” said the recruit. 


Mikado don’t 


weer 
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NAVY PUTS ON FIRE 
DRILL AT AMCCO 


Pronounced “ready and willing” 
to meet all normal measures of 
safety, fire and disaster and the 
job of building ships with good 
equipment, Astoria Marine Con- 
struction Company went through 
a routine naval commandant in- 
spection last week. The inspection 
was headed by Lieutenant Findley. 


Numerous pictures of the plant 
were taken and improvement since 
the last inspection in all depart- 
ments was noted by Lt. Findley. 


Theoretically a fire—in the form 
of a drill—was spotted, the alarm 
sounded, and the blaze extinguish- 
ed in 50 seconds. The First Aid 


detachment was on the job, also. 
Gleetings 
Bete hen. Incidentally, company officials 
y on pointed out that 50 seconds seems 
to be a lucky number for Amcco 
forces. The night guard force ac- 
quitted itself ably several weeks 
ago when a surprise air raid alarm 
was sounded. The plant was in 
total darkness in the remarkable 
time of 50 seconds from the first 
sound of the siren. Defense rules 
require lights out in three minutes 
from the third sound of the signal. 


> 


“I say,” called the bus driver to 
the passengers below, “is there a 
mackintosh down there big enough 
to keep three young ladies warm?” 


“No,” came an eager voice from 
This is the V mail Christmas card to Joe and the Amcco gang as received from the YMS100 crew in active service in | the inside. “But there’s a MacPher- 


the South Pacific. The gang hopes to hear from other YMS'ers. son doon here that’s willin’ to try.” 


